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Abstract—Green synthesis of silver nanoparticles (AgNp’s) is a growing research area because of their
potential applications in nanomedicines. Hence, in the present study, we investigated the green synthesis
of AgNp’s from silver nitrate using methanol and ethyl acetate extracts of leaves of Albizialebbeck(L.)
Benth(AL). The yellowish brown colour of the mixture indicated the formation of AgNp’s which
monitored with the help of UV-visible spectrophotometer and were characterized by using FTIR spectra
and SEM image.  The phytochemical investigations were carried out for detection of phytoconstituents by
standard procedures. The antibacterial activity of methanolic extract of AgNp’s against two pathogenic
bacteria is evaluated using disc diffusion method in two different concentrations. The bacterial property
of AgNp’s was analyzed by measuring their inhibitory zone.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Medicinal plants are of great importance to the health of individual and communities. The medicinal value of
the plant lies in some chemical substances that produce a definite physiological action on the human body. The
most important of these bioactive constituents of plants are alkaloids, tannins, flavonoids and phenolic
compounds. The use of plants to cure diseases and relieve physical sufferings had started from the earliest times
of humankind’s history [1]. Today, medicinal plants play a great role in human health services worldwide. Many
people in the modern world are turning to herbal medicine. For example, in USA about 25% of all prescriptions
dispensed in public pharmacies in 1973 contained drugs extracted from higher plants and about 64% of the total
global populations remain dependent on traditional medicine for their healthcare needs [2], [3].

Nano sized particles are quite unique in nature because nano size increase surface to volume ratio and also
its physical, chemical and biological properties are different from bulk material. So the main aim to study its
minute size is to trigger chemical activity with distinct crystallography that increases the surface area [4], [5],-
[6]. Thus in recent years much research is going on metallic nanoparticles and their properties like catalyst,
sensing to optics, antibacterial activity and data storage capacity [7].

Phytochemicals are bioactive compounds found in plants that work with nutrients and dietary fiber to protect
against diseases. They are non-nutritive compounds. These phytochemicals often secondary metabolites in
smaller quantities in higher plants include the alkaloids, Steroids, flavonoids, terpenoids, tannins and many
others [8].  Many phytochemicals have antioxidant activity and reduce the risk many diseases.  It is crucial to
know the type of phytochemical constituent, thus knowing the type of biological activity, which might be
exhibited by the plant [9]. The importance of medicinal plants and the contribution of phytomedicine to the
well-being of a significant member of the world's population have attracted interest from diverse disciplines.

Green synthesis provides enhancement over chemical and physical method it is cost effective, environment
friendly, easily scaled up for large scale synthesis and in this method there is no need to use high pressure,
energy, temperature and toxic chemicals. The use of environmentally benign materials like plant extract for the
synthesis of silver nanoparticles offers numerous benefits of eco-friendliness and biocompatibility for
pharmaceutical and other biomedical applications. Silver nanoparticles can be produced either intra or extra-
cellularly by using living organisms [10], [11], [12], [13].

The need of the hour is to screen a medicinal plant for promising biological activity. Considering the
aforesaid, Albizia lebbeck (L.)Benth, a medicinal plant and a member of Mimosaceae family, found in India,
Bangladesh, tropical and subtropical Asia and Africa [14].The common name of the plant is Siris tree and in
Tamil, it is called as vaagei. It is a deciduous tree with compound leaves, flat oblong fruits, round cream-colored
seeds, grow wild.
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II. MATERIALS AND METHODS

A. Procurement of plant Material

The fresh plant leaves of Albizia lebbeck (L.) Benth (AL) were collected from Yercard main road, Salem
District, Tamil Nadu. Plant materials were washed under running tap water, air-dried and then homogenized to
fine powder and stored in airtight bottles in refrigerator.

B. Preparation of extract

Crude plant extract was prepared by Soxhlet extraction method. About 20g of powdered plant material was
uniformly packed into a thimble, extracted with 250mL of methanol, and aqueous separately. The process of
extraction has to be continued for 24 hours or until the solvent in siphon tube of extractor become colourless.
After that the extract was taken in a beaker and kept on hot plate and heated at 30-40ºCtill all the solvent got
evaporated. Dried extract was kept in refrigerator at 4ºC till future use.

C. Synthesis of AgNp’s
One mM AgNO3 was added to the plant extracts separately to make up a final solution 200mL and

centrifuged at 18,000rpm for 25 min. The collected pellets were stored at 40C.The supernatants were heated at
500C to 950C. A change in the colour of solutions was observed during the heating process.

D. Characterization of AgNp’s

The optical property of AgNp’s was determined by UV-Vis spectrophotometer (Perkin-Elmer, Lamda 35,
Germany). After the addition of AgNO3 to the plant extract, the spectra’s were taken in 24 hr. between 350nm to
500nm. Then the spectra were taken after 24 hr. of AgNO3additions. The chemical composition of the
synthesized AgNp’s from AL plant extract was studied by using FTIR spectrometer (Perkin-Elmer LS-55-
Luminescence spectrometer). The solutions were dried at 75o C and the dried powders were characterized in the
range 4000–400cm-1using KBr pellet method. The morphological features of synthesized AgNp’s from AL plant
extract were studied by SEM (JSM-6480 LV). After 24 hrs. of the addition of AgNO3, the SEM image is
prepared by making a smear of the solutions on slides. A thin layer of platinum was coated to make the samples
conductive. Then the sample is characterized in the SEM at an accelerating voltage of 20KV.

E. Phytochemical Screening

Preliminary phytochemical analysis was carried out for both methanol ethyl acetate extracts of AL as per
standard methods [15], [16]. Natural chemical groups such as alkaloids, flavonoids, steroids, terpenoids,
anthraquinones, phenols, saponins, tannins, carbohydrates, oils and resins were probed.

F. Antibacterial activity study

Bacterial cultures Escherichia coli and Corneybacterium were taken and disc diffusion method [17] was
used to screen the antibacterial activity. In-vitro antibacterial activity was screened by using Muller Hinton Agar
(MHA) obtained from Hi-media (Mumbai). The MHA plates were prepared by pouring 15mL of molten media
into sterile petriplates. The plates were allowed to solidify for 5 minutes, 0.1% inoculums suspension was
swabbed uniformly, and the inoculums were allowed to dry for 5 minutes. The concentration of extract
40mg/disc was loaded on 6mm sterile disc. The loaded disc was placed on the surface of medium, the extract
was allowed to diffuse for 5 minutes, and the plates were kept for incubation at 37oC for 24 hrs. At the end of
incubation, inhibition zones formed around the disc were measured with transparent ruler in millimeter.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The AgNp’s is synthesized in both the extracts i.e., methanol and ethyl acetate extract of AL. The results
reddish brown colour formation is obtained only in the methanol extract and there is absence reddish brown
colour formation in the ethyl acetate extracts. The AgNp’s solution has dark brown or dark reddish in colour. In
Albizia lebbeck before addition of AgNO3 its colour was dark green but after its treatment with AgNO3 its
colour changes to dark brown [18] which indicated the formation of AgNp’s(Fig. 1). This colour change is due
to the property of quantum confinement, which is a size dependent property of nanoparticles and affects the
optical property of the nanoparticles.  The highest yield (4.89 g) was obtained in methanol extract and least yield
was found in ethyl acetate extract (3.65 g).
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Figure 1.AgNp’s using methanolic AL plant extract before synthesis (control)
and after synthesis (synthesized AgNp’s)

The synthesis of AgNp’s had been confirmed by measuring the UV-Visible spectrum of the reaction media
(Fig. 2). Longitudinal vibrations corresponding to silver nanoparticles were convincing with UV spectral peak at
407nm and with no considerable peak in the figure (Fig. 2). This clearly indicates the interaction between Ag+

ions and phytochemicals present in the methanol extract [19]. Intensity of band increased upon varying time
without any shift in peak position.

Figure 2. UV-Vis absorption spectra of AgNp’s synthesized by AL plant extract
FTIR spectrum of AgNp’s synthesized from AL plant extract is shown in the figure (Fig.3). FTIR

measurements were carried out to identify the possible biomolecules responsible for capping and efficient
stabilization of the AgNp’s synthesized by leaf broth [20]. The Peaks at 3472cm-1 and 2924cm-1 assigned to OH
stretching and aldehydic C-H stretching respectively. Peak at 1034cm-1 corresponds to C-N stretching vibration
of the aliphatic amine. The peak near 825cm-1 assigned to –C=CH2.A peak at 1132cm-1 may be due to C-O-C
stretching of carbohydrate as polysaccharides. A peak at 1577cm-1 amide-II bonds involving carbonyl and N-H
stretching of the proteins and absorption peak at 1403cm-1 CH2 and CH3 groups of proteins.  These findings
indicate the presence and binding of proteins with AgNp’s which can lead to their possible stabilization [21].

Figure 3. FTIR spectra of AgNp’s synthesized by AL plant extract
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A scanning electron microscope was employed to analyze the shape of the synthesized AgNp’s. It is well
known that when liquids that contain fine particles were evaporated on a flat surface, the particles accumulate
along the outer edge and form typical structures [22]. SEM analysis shows that the plant, AL have tremendous
capability to synthesizing AgNp’s which are roughly spherical in shape (Fig. 4).

Figure 4.SEM micrograph of AgNp’s synthesized by AL plant extract

Phytochemical analysis conducted on the plant extracts revealed the presence of constituents, which are
known to exhibit medicinal as well as physiological activities [23].The phytochemical investigation of AL
extract (methanol and ethyl acetate) revealed differences in their phytoconstituents (Table 1). Steroids, tannins
and carbohydrates were present in both the methanolic and ethyl extracts of AL Plant where as flavonoids,
anthraquinone and terpenoids were absent in both of extracts. While comparing the phytochemical activity of
the extracts of AL, more number of phytochemical constituents was present in methanol extract. Tannins bind to
proline rich protein and interfere with protein synthesis. Steroids have been reported tohave antibacterial
properties [24].

TABLE 1.PHYTOCHEMICAL STUDY OF AL EXTRACTS

Phytochemical Methanolic
extract

Ethyl acetate
extract

Alkaloids + -

Flavonoids - -

Steroids + +

Terpenoids - -

Anthroquinone - -

Phenols + -

Saponins - -

Tannins + +

Carbohydrates + +

Oils and Resins - +

(+) sign: presence of constituent; (-) sign: absence of constituent

The AgNp’s of AL plant extract showed inhibition against E.coli in both concentrations (30 and 40µg/mL),

whereas against Corneybacterium, it shows inhibition only in higher concentration (40µg/mL).
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TABLE 3. ANTIBACTERIAL ACTIVITY IN METHANOLIC EXTRACT OF AgNp’s

S.
No.

Name of
bacteria

Diameter of zone of inhibition  (mm)

Control*
AL Plant
Extract

AgNp’s of
AL Plant extract

Concentration (µg/mL)
30 40 30 40

1. Escherichia coli 20 11 16 15 13

2. Corneybacterium 20 04 10 - 06

*Control: Chloramphenicol

IV. CONCLUSION

In the present study, it has been observed that the methanolic extract of Albizia lebbeck is a good
source for the synthesis of AgNp’s by a green approach.  AgNp’s synthesized by the present method are of
spherical shape.FT-IR provided information about functional groups, which participates in the synthesis of
silver nanoparticles. The AgNp’s were characterized by UV-visible spectra, FTIR spectra and SEM image.  The
phytochemical investigation revealed that more number of phytochemicals present in methanolic extract of
Albizia lebbeck. When evaluated for their antibacterial activity against Escherichia coli and Corneybacterium, it
shows significant inhibition zone.
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